
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT 35 DISTRICT COURT DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER-CIVIL 

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of North Carolina and the Chief Justice of the 
North Carolina Supreme Court have issued Orders for the courts to take appropriate measures to 
protect health and safety and minimize exposure to COVID-19. Said Orders severely restrict in 
person hearings that may be held in Civil District Court through 1 June 2020 ( currently), and 

WHEREAS, given how long restrictions limiting the numbers and types of hearings are 
and will be in place, it is necessary to ensure that the Court establish additional policies to 
address Civil matters in District Court and 

WHEREAS the Judicial District Executive Committee continues to meet and consider 
safety and other issues as we move forward in this crisis and to that end has encouraged Local 
County specific work groups to be formed to work in consultation with public health officials 
and make recommendations and 

WHEREAS it has become evident as the Courts move to expand operations in the 24th 

Judicial District there will be necessary limitations on the number and spacing of individuals in 
Courtrooms, an expanded need to use calendaring authority and other administrative procedures 
necessary to the safe and efficient administration of justice the Court hereby enters the following 
TEMPORARY Administrative Order for matters in Civil District Court in Judicial District 24. 
This Order is effective immediately and supersedes the Temporary Custody rules set to expire on 
6/1/20 and shall continue for the months of June, July and August unless sooner rescinded, or 
modified or extended by Order. Nothing in this Order shall supersede any subsequent Order of 
the Chief Justice regarding Court operations. 

1. The Court strongly encourages the use of appropriate mask or facial covering of the nose

and mouth while in the Courtroom. This includes attorneys that appear before the Court

and to Parties, Witnesses and other Court observers.

2. Court proceedings are open to the public unless closed by order. With significantly

reduced seating capacities and distancing requirements, priority seating will be given to

Parties and Witnesses under subpoena. Other spectators may be required to leave the

Courtroom if additional seating is necessary.

3. The Court encourages the expanded use of remote hearings while authorized to provide
safety for all participants and to minimize the number of people required to be in the
courtroom.














